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ADDENDUM 
In October 2004, as the present volume was already in press, a new inscribed stele was discovered in the cemetery 
of Tyre el-Bass (Fig. 118a). To exclude it from this collection would have been really unfortunate and we therefore 
opted to offer a preliminary study of it in this addendum. 
The stele was not found in its original position: it had fallen and was lying in a funerary context dating to the 
8" c. B.C. It is a rectangular stone with a maximum height of 18,5 cm, a maximum width of 10 , j  cm and a maxi- 
mum thickness of 7 , j  cm. 
It clearly belongs to the category of .'Common stelae" and it raises the number of the funerary monuments 
of this group to 53, that of the Tyrian stelae to 50, and, finally, that of the excavated stelae to 14. Like the other ste- 
lae of the same group, it was cut in sandstone and only the upper part of its front side was smoothed to receive the 
inscription. Its sides were also roughly hammered. Three incised lines can be seen on the stele's left side (Fig.lb). 
This feature finds a parallel in the to01 traces left on the side of stele 46. 
On its upper front side, four Phoenician letters were written in two lines: three on the first and one on the 
second line (Fig. 118~) .  They are of medium and almost equal size varying between 9 and 10 cm in height. The 
signs were deeply cut and it appears that their lines were filled in with a blue or dark-gray color. This feature is at- 
tested here for the first time in relation with alphabetic signs. On stele 32, traces of red paint were still preserved on 
the front side of the stone where only a symbol was represented. The use of paint on funerary stelae seems to have 
been more systematic than first assumed. 
The letters read very clearly and beyond any doubt: grp. Tbe two lines of aleph's head meet at a narrow an- 
gle to the left of the horizontal crossbar. The upper headline is not straight and curves down to the left. Gzmmel has 
a long vertical shaft and a rather short stroke for the head, common to earlier forms of the sign, the one attested on 
stele 2, for example. Resh has also a very long vertical shaft and a relatively small triangular head. The most inter- 
esting sign is pe: it is elongated with a very short, almost horizontal headline, and a long vertical shaft the lower part 
of which gently curves to the left. It is very close to the form attested on stele 51. The palaeography of the inscrip- 
tion fits very well the SIh C. archaeological context. 
As is the case with all inscribed stelae, these four signs represent undoubtedly the name of the deceased, a 
name, which, to my knowledge, is not attested in Phoenician and Punic onomastics. One possible explanation, al- 
though not entirely satisfactory, is to interpret it as a theophorous name built with an abbreviated form of the di- 
vine name p'm, a god attested in Phoenician onomastics (Lipinski 1995: 215-218; see also stele 51). The term 'gris 
not known in Phoenician but a verbal root meaning "to rent" and a substantive meaning "wages", "salary" or "wall" 
(Hoftijzer 1965: 3-4) are attested in Empire Aramaic. The name could mean: "Salary (in rhe sense of retribution) of 
(the god) p'm': Abbreviated names are widely attested in Phoenician onomastics, the shortened element being of- 
ten the divine name as in 'zm for 'zmlk (Benz 1972: 23jff). 
Finally, and since no verbal root grp or name 'grp or grp are attested in Northwest Semitic, a non-Semitic ori- 
gin of the personal name, the meaning of which remains unexplained, cannot be entirely excluded. 
Fig. 118. Tyrian stele found in 2004. 
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